
 
 
 

StraighterLine Meets Or Exceeds DETC Standards For Online Courses 
Online Education Solution Has Quality Of Its Curriculum Reviewed By Leading 

National Resource For Distance Learning Institutions 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – StraighterLine (www.straighterline.com), a company that combines 
award-winning technologies into a new service that provides a highly affordable, better-supported 
and more flexible solution to fulfilling college general education requirements, has announced that 
the Distance Education and Training Council (DETC) has reviewed StraighterLine’s courses and 
finds them to meet or exceed its standards for online courses.  DETC member colleges may 
enroll students in these courses without seeking additional approval from DETC.  
 
In a statement, StraighterLine CEO Burck Smith said: “This DETC review and approval of our 
curriculum does not mean that our company is a DETC accredited institution.  It means that our 
curriculum products and services have been found by DETC to meet the DETC accrediting 
standards for curricula material, faculty qualifications and service on these curricula.” 
 
The DETC is a voluntary, non-governmental, educational organization that aims to be a resource 
for distance learning institutions, encouraging them to strive for excellence in fulfilling their 
missions. Through voluntary assessment and high standards for academic quality, DETC intends 
to stimulate excellence in student services, student learning outcomes and consumer protection, 
assuring the public that its accredited institutions are fulfilling their stated purposes and 
addressing the public’s expectations. 
 
StraighterLine, recently tabbed by Business Week as an innovative, “disruptive education 
technology,” provides students with a new online option for obtaining required college credits from 
accredited colleges and universities.  Students who complete a StraighterLine course can choose 
to receive credit from one of StraighterLine’s five regionally accredited partner colleges.  Student-
earned credits may also be transferable to non-partner colleges that recognize StraighterLine’s 
partner’s courses as equivalent programs, including DETC member colleges.  The combined 
costs of either approach will save students thousands of dollars as compared to the current 
estimates the College Board provides for both public and private colleges and universities.  
 
Currently StraighterLine offers eight entry-level college courses, including College Algebra, 
Precalculus, English Composition I, English Composition II, Accounting I, Accounting II, 
Economics I: Macroeconomics and Economics II: Microeconomics, and two developmental 
courses, with more planned.  
 
Additional information on the StraighterLine program, including a list of all partner colleges, can 
be found at www.straighterline.com. 
 
Related Links: 
www.straighterline.com 
www.detc.org   
 
Quotes: 
“To complete an assessment by the DETC successfully is a tribute to StraighterLine,” said Smith.  
“We are pleased to provide our students another big advantage in that they can now apply to 
DETC member colleges and receive a quicker review for acceptance into those institutions.” 
 

http://www.straighterline.com/
http://www.straighterline.com/
http://www.straighterline.com/
http://www.detc.org/


About StraighterLine: 
StraighterLine provides students with a new online option for obtaining required college credits 
from accredited colleges and universities. StraighterLine’s affordable courses are the first to 
include up to 24/7 live, on-demand instruction. StraighterLine students may choose to receive 
credit from StraighterLine’s regionally accredited partner colleges. Student-earned credits may 
also be transferable to non-partner colleges that recognize StraighterLine’s partner’s courses as 
equivalent programs. There are no set due dates for StraighterLine courses. Students may start 
and stop at any point with up to six months of access. StraighterLine offers two remarkable 
pricing programs; individual courses cost only $399, include 10 hours of one-on-one instructional 
support, and allow up to six months of access; and the StraighterLine for $99 program: a $99 per 
month subscription with no additional start-up costs which includes unlimited access to any and 
all courses one at a time, plus 10 total hours of one-on-one instructional support, with no 
minimum or maximum time limit for course completion. For more information, visit 
www.straighterline.com or call 202-507-7020 or 1-877-str8erline (1-877-787-8375). 
 
About the Distance Education and Training Council: 
The Distance Education and Training Council (DETC) is a nonprofit 501(c)6 educational 
association located in Washington, D.C.  The Council was founded in 1926 to promote sound 
educational standards and ethical business practices within the correspondence field.  The 
independent nine-member Accrediting Commission of the DETC was established in 1955; shortly 
thereafter it gained the approval of the U.S. Department of Education as the “nationally 
recognized accrediting agency” under terms of Public Law.  The Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA) also recognizes the Accrediting Commission.  With its 80-plus years of 
history and its highly refined and federally recognized accreditation program, DETC offers 
distance learning institutions the most current, relevant and practical services for the 21st century.  
For more information, visits www.detc.org.  
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